
Tools
Techniques
Technology



Todayôs Presenter

ÅTodd Ramsey
ÅMECP Master Technician

ÅMECP Consultant



Key MECP People

ÅJack Cutts
ÅManager, Member Programs at CEA

ÅMECP Business Manager

ÅKris Bulla
ÅMECP Master Technician

ÅMECP Committee Chairman

ÅDirector of ProTeam Operations @ InstallerNet



Todayôs Webcast

ÅInteresting Tools and Applications

ÅTechniques to save you time

ÅTechniques to increase accuracy

ÅTechniques to increase revenue

ÅTechnologies you should be using



First Things Firsté.

ÅWhatôs New @ MECP ?



So much has changed

ÅAnyone remember this?



MECP of Today

ÅFour Levels of MECP Certification

ÅComputer Based, Supervised Exams

ÅDedicated Study Guides for Each Level

ÅRegularly Updated Exams & Study Guides

ÅCertificates usually within 2 weeks of passing

ÅMECP Certification is actually up in a down 

economy!



Take MECP Exams

ÅComputer Based, Supervised Exams

ÅTest at one of over 1000 Prometric test centers

ÅOrétest at an authorized school

ÅOrétest with a Rep Proctor

ÅOré.test at a Public Library

ÅVisit www.MECP.com/exams for details

USA, Canada, Mexico

USA & 

Canada Only



Get MECP Study Guides

ÅStudy Guides for Each Level

ÅOrder online at www.MECP.com

ÅOrécall customer service at (866) 858-1555

Basic - $30 Advanced - $50 Master - $70 MPS - $30



Stay Connected!

ÅFollow MECP on

ÅSign up for MECP e-newsletters 

http://twitter.com/4MECP

http://www.MECP.com

http://twitter.com/


On To Todayôs Webcast

ÅInteresting Tools and Applications

ÅTechniques to save you time

ÅTechniques to increase accuracy

ÅTechniques to increase revenue

ÅTechnologies in tools you should be using



Electrical Measurements

Whatôs in YOUR tool box?



Letôs talk about 

Electrical 

Current



What is Current?

ÅElectrons moving in a circuit



What is Current?

Å6,240,000,000,000,000,000  Electrons 

moving past one point per second  = 1a

ÅReferences to 1v pushing through 1 Ohm

Å6.24 x 1018 =  A Coulomb

ÅCurrent = Friction = Heat



Measuring Current Draw

ÅImportant for knowing the proper fuse size

ÅUnderstand if something is working as itôs 

supposed to

ÅProcess of elimination when there are 

problems

ÅLow current has different measurement 

challenges than high current

ÅHOW ARE YOU DOING IT NOW?



Stand-by Current Drain

Up to 400ma SocketUp to 10a Socket

Common DMM Configuration

Always start with the highest range and work down



Stand-by Current Drain

In series 

through the DMM

Typically <20a

and often fused



Mystery Battery Drain?

ÅMost commonly blamed on the aftermarket 

gear youôve installed

ÅTest after the car ñgoes to sleepò

ÅBelow 10ma is great!

Å10-20ma is still reasonable

Å20-30ma is at the top end of acceptable

ÅOver 30ma sustained is a problem



Test Leads and Probes

ÅBetter ways to connect into / test circuits

Fluke TL 282 Pomona 6530

Around $130


